"The goal of iScience is to help fuel interdisciplinary thinking," so recites the journal\'s Aims & Scope, and our Editors, Editorial Board Members, and Reviewers have worked hard since launch to make the path to publication of interdisciplinary manuscripts a little more straightforward and predictable. Although peer review processes in different disciplines vary in pattern, it is crucial for interdisciplinary areas that these evaluation processes are as uniform and reliable as possible, and this is an ambition that iScience has since its inception.

We have discussed with scientists the issues, and possible solutions, around various aspects of research that crosses discipline boundaries (funding, scientific language, and so on) with our interdisciplinarity workshops.

At the same time, however, research is performed by people, and people self-organize into communities to fulfill certain inherent needs. What are those needs, in the case of scientific communities? Reaching a common objective (e.g., creating a Zika vaccine). Shaping their own identity: this is most obvious in the case of nascent scientific communities, when scientists at some point start saying "I guess I am a ..." where that word filling the blanks did not previously exist. Seeking a sense of purpose. Sharing their scientific passion with like-minded scientists. Reinforcing behavior: if you are in contact with many scientists who work on a certain topic, you are going to be inspired, share materials, and ultimately be more successful at what you do than if you were to "go at it alone."

There are many ways to create and foster scientific communities. Dedicated conferences are a great one, of course, and so are dedicated journals. Here we want to discuss iScience\'s efforts in creating communities and why we think that a journal focused on interdisciplinarity is a great place for communities to form and thrive.

One initiative our journal is working on is a series of Special Issues, dedicated to natively interdisciplinary communities, areas where scientists coming from different traditional disciplines are "meeting in the middle" to solve a particular problem, or to study phenomena that necessitate all hands on deck to be understood. The first exciting articles of this series are already out, in [bioelectronics](https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/iscience/special-issue/10DJMM5T1K7){#intref0010}, [fiber optics applications](https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/iscience/special-issue/10Z5V0FB03H){#intref0015}, and [metabolic engineering](https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/iscience/special-issue/10G0XCGV33B){#intref0020}.

With respect to a discipline-specific journal, iScience has a key advantage: our communities can be fluid. Based on interactions with and requests from the scientific community (often embodied in our Editorial Board), we can respond quickly to nascent communities. The creation of a (series of) Special Issue(s) is a relatively quick process and can bring together, in an informal way, scientists who are working in a certain area. The boundaries of the scientific area can be fuzzy too, making it more inclusive. We also believe the nature of iScience releases us from an \"institutional\" interest in self-perpetuating a research topic beyond its normal life cycle.

Meanwhile, scientific interests ebb and flow, and they slightly change focus over time, thus rigid journal scope boundaries are not best suited to represent the changing scientific landscape, especially at a time when interdisciplinary work is so important.

Clearly, iScience did not invent informal communities of interest; those have existed for a long time, most recently as hashtags on social media or "channels" on preprint servers. At the same time, striking the balance between the flexibility of these forms of interaction and the feeling of "belonging" created by discipline-specific journals is, in our opinion, crucial to advance more interdisciplinary areas.

Our communities have the ambition not only to give a snapshot of the research that is happening at that moment around a certain topic but also to aggregate its actors in an inclusive way, and to do so with a high-quality bar.
